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Here are some important dog laws to remember

Dogs must be microchipped

➢ Owners are required to keep the details on the microchip up to date
➢ Breeders need to microchip puppies before they go to their new homes and before 8 weeks
➢ Exemption can be made by a vet for health reasons
➢ You can receive a fine of up to £500 if you do not have your dog microchipped

Dogs must wear a collar with identification

➢ Dogs must wear a collar with owners name and address when in public places
➢ This can be on the collar or on a tag attached to it
➢ Even though your dog is microchipped they still need a collar / tag
➢ Exemptions are made for some working dogs
➢ We also recommend a telephone number but it is not required

Roads

➢ Dogs need to be kept on lead on designated roads
➢ Designated roads means “a length of road specified by an order in that behalf of the local authority in whose area the 

length of road is situated.”
➢ If your dog causes an accident on the road you can be liable. Third party liability insurances cover this type of accident

Car Journeys

➢ The Highway Code states dogs must be “suitably restrained so they cannot distract you while you are driving or injure 
you, or themselves, if you stop quickly”

➢ If they are not restrained properly you can be fined up to £5,000
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Dog Fouling

➢ You are required to pick up poop in the majority of public areas
➢ It is a good idea to get into the habit of picking up anywhere 
➢ It is not a legal requirement in areas including heathland, woodland and land used for grazing of animals unless a 

specific bylaw or order has been placed.
➢ Local authorities can introduce Public Space Protection Orders to require owners to pick up and have poop bags on them 

at all times in these areas. These areas are signed and carry a penalty notice of £100 for non compliance
➢ Dog faeces can contain parasites that can  spread to grass and cause blindness in people and cause pregnant cattle to 

abort young if eaten
➢ Owners of assistance dogs who cannot pick up poop due to a disability, such as guide dogs, are exempt from these rules

In Your Home or on Private Property

➢ Owners can now be prosecuted if their dog is ‘dangerously out of control’ even in their own home. This includes inside, in 
the front and back garden and in pub or similar establishment

➢ This includes postmen, social workers, delivery drivers, workmen and other professionals who come to your home
➢ Exemptions are for people who have no legal right to be in your home such as burglars
➢ This applies to dogs where the person ‘feels threatened’. Your dog does not have to physically hurt someone for a dog to 

be considered ‘dangerously out of control’

Barking Dogs

➢ Dogs who bark for a long time or the authorities have received numerous complaints about give local authorities the 
ability to formally ask that you stop your dogs barking behaviour or even take your dog from you if it isn’t resolved

Here are some important dog laws to remember

mailto:info@mmpsw.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/MuddyMuttzDogTraining
http://www.mmpsw.co.uk


Any questions? For more information on training or to attend our training classes or workshops contact us:
 info@mmpsw.co.uk      www.facebook.com/MuddyMuttzDogTraining      www.mmpsw.co.uk
 

Animal Welfare

➢ All domestic animals  have a legal right to
○ Live in a suitable environment
○ Eat a suitable diet
○ Be housed with or apart from other animals (depending on species requirements)
○ Be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease
○ Exhibit normal behaviours

➢ Owners can receive up to 6 months in jail, a fine of up to £20,000, have their pet taken away and be banned from keeping 
animals if these needs aren’t being met

Aversive Training Devices

➢ Shock collar use is banned in Wales
➢ This includes collars that are remote operated, anti-bark and electric fences
➢ Owners can receive up to 6 months in jail and fined up to £20,000
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